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unfortunates; that sympathy that made him an anti-slavery
Democrat in his early years, and afterwards a Republican. He
became convinced that the poor who toil for a living in this
world were not getting a fair chance. His heart was with them.1

A letter to myself from the widow of Walter Trumbull,
who died in 1891, says:

After my husband died, I, with my two boys, lived with Judge
Trumbull until his death; and I wish I could tell you how beau-
tiful that home life was. He was so devoted to his family, so
sweet and tender and thoughtful for us all. Others never real-
ized this and often thought him cold. He was so great a man
and yet so gentle and simple in his ways that little children
clung to him.

Among the papers left by Trumbull was the following
estimate of the character and career of Abraham Lincoln.
It was addressed to his son Walter Trumbull and is here
published for the first time:

MY DEAR SON: I have often been requested to give my esti-
mate of Mr. Lincoln's life and character. His death at the
close of a great civil war in which the Government of which he
was the head had been successful, and the manner of his taking
off, were not favorable to a candid and impartial review of his
character. The temper of the public mind at that time would
not tolerate anything but praise of the martyred President, and
even now it is questionable whether the truthful history of his
life by Mr. Herndon, his lifelong friend, and law partner for
twenty years, will be received with favor. As I could not give
any other than a truthful narration of Mr. Lincoln's character,
as he was known to me, I have hitherto declined to write any-
thing for the public concerning him. Having known him at
different times as a political adversary and a political friend,
my opportunities for judging his public life and character
were from different standpoints. We were members of the Illi-
nois House of Representatives in 1840. He was a Whig and I
a Democrat, but we had no controversies, political or otherwise.
Indeed, Mr. Lincoln took very little part in the legislation of
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